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We hope you enjoy...

My Colorful Day shares a story of a young girl, who enjoyed her day outside with her friends, in
which the author of the book {Dezi] reminisces about her childhood. My Colorful Day and other
similcr stonies were wntten by Head Start parents, femily advocates and teachers as part of the

RISE project's Home-School Colloboration [HSC), which represents c core component of the
project at Tufts University. HSC in RISE highlights the importance of immigrant families’
contributions to their children’s learning, the value of a school cumculum that reflects children's
existing knowledge and pricr expernience, and the importance of respectful, trusting, ongd
non-hierarchical relafionships between parents and tecchers.

The stories allow us to find numerous science, technology, and engineering [STE] connections in
children’s daily lives, drown from their children's fomiliar experiences wath families and in their
communities. Each story can be used as o "good start activity,” which leads to a set of learning
experences that encourage children to use science and engineering practices to deepen ond
extend their understanding of o science or engineering concept cs they engage with it over
time. By reading these stones with children, you share cultura! experiences within the classroom,
children’s different longuoges, cnd make connections between the STE experiences in children's
school and home lives.

At the end of each story, you will find suggested learning expenences to engoge children in the

STE that is part of our everyday lives. Beginning with BIG Ideas reloted to the stories, we provide

descriptions of learning experiences that deepen, connect, and extend the STE ideas explored

in each book. These suggestions are meant as a jumping off point. We hope you'll be inspired to
develop your own SIE learning opportunities!

If you would like more information about the RISE project,
please visit hitp://nse.os. tufts.edu/
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| am inside the house.
| have nothing to do.
| am bored.
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4 What a beautiful day!
i | want to go out to meet some
friends and play with them.
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There is also a rock in the
shape of a fish.
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.. The park has flowers

~ colorful wild mushrooms.

N 1
e 1
- - - - - - - -
S Naik 4
——
v WL
L7
. :
:
)

AU,

f -‘-‘
- - - - -
.0



DB T LA IR

§ﬂ A —EEAL A,

— PR = . —, =, =, %!
| E@%$F%§ﬁT%

- RAE TR N E R 4R,



| meet some friends in the park.

We play a game in the park.
The game is called the Wooden Man.

One person counts to three,

“One, two, three. STOP!"

Everybody else has to stop moving.

If someone moves, then the person has
to start from the beginning.




_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

‘We are tired from playing the game.
‘We lie down on the green grass and
look up to the sky.

The white clouds look like

different animails.

'We talk about their shapes and colors
Efor the rest of the time at the park.

ﬁMh%Tﬁ%t%ﬁL
BANE A K ERIE
ﬁwxf@%@@m%
; A A [RIAST RN P
BAT—ER, Ed—REB T4




My Colorful Day

My Colorful Day shares a story of a young girl who enjoyed her day outside with friends. Their explorations and creative
imaginations provide learning opportunities in numerous STE areas.

From Molecules to Organisms: Plants and animals grow and change over time.
Ecosystems: Some things are living 2nd some are non-living.
Earth and Space Sciences:
We can observe characteristics of weather

Earth’s Systems:

Structure and Function
Stability and Change

Planning and carrying out investigations
Obtaining, evaluating and communicating

information
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Sample Extended Learning Experiences

Stability and Change

In her story, Dezi tells us what she sees in the park that she goes to everyday. She
cbserves flowers, trees, colorful wild mushrooms, and a rock with the shape of a B Crosseutting Coneepts

fish. Neighborhood walks are cultural experiences connected to children’s daily @ scientific & Engineering Practices

end:

. Disciplinary Core ldeas

lives. You can make connections during your daily neighborhood walk with your
children in your classroom.

Go out for a walk and encourage children to observe and note what they see on this walk that represents the
current season.

Encourage conversations about what children do in their neighborhood and how activities might change
through the season.

Choose a few areas outside with the children’s help to take a photo. Print photos and find a place to hang them
in your classroom. Every 2 months, take another photo of the exact same spot. Print and post photos alongside
one another. Compare and contrast changes that have occurred over time and across seasons.

Ask children to notice how trees look during each season. Consider reading Sky Tree by Thomas Locker.

Take a walk in your school's neighborhood. Provide children with binoculars, magnifying glasses to make |
observations and bags to collect items. Place items in the science area with observation tools for exploration.
Compare and contrast the items collected. Sort them into living and non-living groups. Invite children to share
an item they found outside from home outside and add it to the collection.

Offer paper, clipboards and crayons/markers for children to create observational drawings outside while on the
playground or on a walk. What did children observe and document?
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Sample Extended Learning Experiences

Earth Sciences

Dezi describes how children lie down on the grass and look up to the sky. This poetic image allows us to enter Dezi's

childhood memaories growing up in China.

o Ask children if they have ever looked up to the sky to see how clouds move Lagund;
ancl ChEFIEE. DiEciglinary Core ldaas
¢ |nvite children to do just like Dezi. Let children sit or lie cutside and observe l Crosscutting Concepts
S lentii: B Ercinsering Prach
the sky (be sure to bring protective eye wear). What do they notice about Lol B helheere e

the sky today? Are there any clouds today? What do they notice about the clouds? What shapes and colors do
they see? Do any of the shapes look like something else we know? Do you see any animals as Dezi described in
her book? Encourage children to describe their observations and ask guestions. You might provoke them with
guestions: How do clouds move? What makes them move? How do they change colors and shapes?

* Read It Looked Like Spilt Milk by Charles Shaw to extend discussions with children.

o Begin a weather chart. Using pictures of the various weather features that may be observed, ask children to

post the features they notice each day out of the window on the chart. Allow children to post more than one
feature as they might see the sun and clouds at the same time. You could even represent white clouds and gray
clouds to encourage more detailed observations and connections among weather. How many sunny days did
you have this month? How many rainy days? Which type of weather did you experience more often?
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